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SPRING PLANT SALE

Foster Botanical Garden
Saturday, April 21, 9 am - 2 pm
8:30 am Early Entry for FHBG Members
Free Admission

Sponsored by Friends of Honolulu Botanical Gardens & the City and County of Honolulu

President’s Message
Emmy’s Notes........
Spring has arrived and with it comes news of our Spring Plant Sale.
We have some new vendors this year offering stunning flowering plants, such as hibiscus,
and also a variety of succulents and other plants to grow in your condo or on your lanai.
There are also several new classes offered this year. So come early and enjoy a docent-led
tour of Foster Garden, attend one of our free classes and purchase some plants for your
garden or lanai or as a springtime gift for a friend.
I look forward to seeing you in the Garden!
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Emmy Seymour, President
Friends of Honolulu Botanical Gardens

Donations
The Board of Trustees of the Friends of Honolulu Botanical Gardens
would like to thank the following for their generous donations. Mahalo!

$500-$1,499
Peter Drewliner
$100-$499
Carol Case
Harvey & Mary King
Up to $99
Laurie Carlson
Laurita Turner

In memory of Robert E.R. Andrews, Jr.

Pearl S. Masuyama

In memory of Kathleen O. Fukumoto

Carol Shimabuku

In memory of Paul R. Weissich

Peter Herman
Willson & Sally Moore
Richard & Nobuko Ochner
Bruce & Cheryl Weissich

From the Director’s Desk
I think of our gardens as borrowed treasures we enjoy, nurture, learn from, and pass on. This gift
belongs to all, deserves respect and care, and should not be taken for granted.
Few have nurtured these gardens as passionately as Paul R. Weissich, HBG Director from 1957 to
1989. During Paul’s 32-year career he expanded the HBG from a single five-acre garden, Foster
Garden, to the five-garden system we enjoy today. He was a visionary landscape architect, author,
and civic leader. He traveled extensively, connecting with collectors and gardens to develop our
internationally recognized plant collection.
My favorite picture of Paul was taken in 1959 and shows him pruning a young monkeypod tree on
Kapiolani Boulevard. Many people do not know that in his early career he was responsible for
developing Honolulu’s street tree program. When we drive down this verdant tunnel of trees, we
have the vision of urban foresters like Paul to thank.
Can you imagine your neighborhood without trees? Sadly, data shows our urban canopy cover has
decreased to a mere 20%. Many US cities are well above this. Pittsburgh is at 40%! Hey, Honolulu
- we can do better! To remedy this, there is a new coalition called “Trees for Honolulu’s Future.”
This diverse team of planners, arborists, landscape architects, policy makers, and environmental
leaders aim to enhance our environment by bringing stakeholders together to collaboratively
increase tree plantings. Their goal is to achieve 35% Urban Tree Canopy Cover by 2035.
To learn more or get involved, please visit www.treesforhonolulu.org.
See you in the gardens!

Joshlyn D. Sand, Director
Honolulu Botanical Gardens

Paul Weissich prunes a monkeypod on Kapiolani Blvd. in 1959. Trees are more than beautiful. They work hard reducing CO2, energy use, and combating the “heat island”
effect. In fact, evaporation from a single tree produces the same cooling effect as 10 room sized air conditioners running 20 hours a day.
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Tree Stories - Part 6
by Paul Weissich
Former Director HBG & FHBG Trustee Emeritus

In 1957 when assuming the Directorship of Foster Garden I came across a flat of seedlings in the nursery
which immediately caught my attention. They were Buttonwood seedlings, normally with dark green foliage.
Several produced silvery foliage. These were transplanted to large containers. One seedling developed
consistently silvery foliage. This was selected and air
layered and is the “parent” of all Silver Buttonwoods in
Hawaii. It is very wind and salt tolerant and is
extensively used as a specimen tree (brilliant when
night-lighted), windbreak, large hedge, or street tree.
Mature specimens of the normal green foliaged tree
may be seen in Ala Moana Park where it reaches
about 35’ in height with a wider canopy. The original
Silver Buttonwood Tree may be seen in Foster Garden
near the conservatory in the lower garden. This tree is
native to the broad area from the Bahamas to the
Caribbean coastal tropics to those of West Tropical
Africa. It was introduced from the Bahamas in 1946.
This is the next to last Tree Stories written by Paul Weissich in 2014.
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SILVER BUTTONWOOD TREE

